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The landscape of professional counseling and counselor education is ever-
changing as we navigate the evolving COVID-19 pandemic. However, one
important feature of the counseling profession remains the same.
Professional advocacy is necessary for the health of the counseling
field AND the health of the clients we serve. Members of the OCA
Government Relations Committee (GRC) realize legislative advocacy can feel
intimidating and intangible for the average counselor education student.
Thus, we hope to support counselor educators and all others who directly
impact beginning professional counselors to engage in professional
advocacy in promoting knowledge, skills, and awareness regarding legislative
advocacy in counseling.

Dr. Stephanie Drcar, OACES representative to the GRC and faculty member
at Cleveland State University, shared suggestions for incorporating
legislative advocacy issues into counselor education. (See page 3 for details).
The GRC agrees with Dr. Drcar when she said, "Legislative advocacy topics
should not be relegated to professional issues class but rather they have a
home across most courses." Her suggestions will pique student interest and
should be supplemented with clear guidance for students to involve
themselves in the OCA Government Relations Committee work. This
includes encouraging students to attend Legislative Advocacy Day, providing
resources for contacting their OCA Chapter GRC liaison to request
information on how to get involved, and promoting their engagement with
this newsletter. As editor of The Counseling Advocate, I am all in for the latter!

Thank you for your continued support of the OCA GRC and your
engagement with this newsletter.

-Maddie Stevens, PhD, LPC, NCC,
Editor & GRC Member At-Large

BRING LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY TO LIFE IN COUNSELOR
EDUCATION CLASSROOMS



Senate Bill 204:
Interstate Compact for
Licensure Portability

Bill status:

Introduced

House Bill 122: Telehealth Expansion
OCA continues to support the bill. It passed the Ohio

House and we expect the bill to get a hearing in the

Senate after summer recess. 

Learn more here.

Medical Conscience Amendment
Approved in the budget and signed into law. OCA will

continue to advocate in opposition of the

implementation of the Medical Conscience

Amendment

See Page 3 for more information about this issue.

House Bill 203 / Senate Bill 131: Universal LIcensing
OCA will continue to oppose these bills and universal

licensure.

NEW INFO: ACA INTERSTATE COMPACT BILL

A  B r i e f  R e f r e s h e r :   The  Amer i can  Counse l ing

Assoc i a t i on  has  deve loped  a  Counse l ing  I n te r s t a te
Compact  (Sena te  B i l l  204 ) ,  which  wi l l  prov ide  a
pa thway  f o r  l i censees  to  move  seamles s l y  f r om  one
s ta te  to  anothe r .  Th i s  wou ld  be  ach ieved  v i a  an
ag reement  among  s t a te s  to  r ecogn i ze  anothe r
s ta te ' s  pro fe s s i ona l  counse l ing  l i cense .  I n  the  pas t ,
proposed  l i censu re  por tab i l i t y  so lu t i ons  have  posed
a  grea t  th rea t  o f  a l l ow ing  counse lo r s  f r om  othe r
s ta te s  to  prac t i ce  i n  Ohio  wi th  poten t i a l l y  d i f f e ren t
t r a in ing  r equ i r ement s  and  prev ious  prac t i ce
s tanda rds .  The  OCA  GRC  i s  ac t i ve l y  engaged  i n  the
d i scus s i on  r ega rd ing  the  newly -proposed  ACA
In te r s t a te  Compact  b i l l  and  i s  eage r  f o r  Ohio
counse lo r s '  i npu t  on  the  top i c .

You  can  r ead  more  about  the  b i l l  he re ,  i n  the  most
recen t  i s sue  o f  T h e  C o u n s e l i n g  A d v o c a t e .  

 

 
N E W  D E T A I L S :

On  Sa tu rday ,  May  22 ,  202 1 ,
the  OCA  Execut i ve  Counc i l

vo ted  to  suppor t  l eg i s l a t i on
tha t  wou ld  ente r  Ohio  i n to
the  Counse l ing  I n te r s t a te

Compact .  OCA  i den t i f i ed  a
sponso r  f o r  the  b i l l ,  and  on

June  28 ,  202 1 ,  Sena to r
K r i s t i na  Roegne r  (Di s t .  27 )

i n t roduced  SB  204 .  Th i s  b i l l
ha s  not  been  r e f e r r ed  to  a
commi t tee  ye t ,  but  i t  wi l l

l i ke l y  be  r e f e r r ed  to  the
Sena te  Hea l th  Commi t tee .

Th i s  commi t tee  has  a l r eady
pas sed  seve ra l  l i censu re

compact s  th i s  yea r ,  which
g i ve s  the  OCA  GRC  hope  f o r

SB  204 .  When  the  l eg i s l a tu re
re tu rns  f r om  summer  r eces s

in  September ,  we  expec t  the
b i l l  to  r ece i ve  hea r ings .  

 

JOIN THE CONVERSATION:
OCA members are invited to engage in discussion

regarding the Interstate Compact. Please join us during
one of two GRC Town Hall Meetings, via Zoom:

 
Town Hall 1: Wednesday August 18, 12:30-1:00 p.m.

Join Zoom Meeting

https://capital.zoom.us/j/93325439245
----------------------------------------------------

Town Hall 2 : Friday, September 17, 12:00-1:00 p.m.
Join Zoom Meeting

https://capital.zoom.us/j/94763625888
 

Counselor Trainee (CT) Status - COVID-19 Extension:
The Ohio state budget included a provision to extend

the CT status to up to 6 months.

Telehealth Emergency Rules - COVID-19 Extension:
The OCSWMFT board voted to temporarily suspend

enforcement of certain provisions of OAC Rule 4757-5,

which regulates Ohio counselors' telehealth practices.

The extension will expire on Friday September 24 2021.

Learn more here.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES
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OCSWMFT Training Supervision Issue:
Sean Gorby, Stephanie Drcar, and Savannah Long

conducted survey research exploring the ease of

access to training supervision. Dr. Gorby presented

the result to the OCSWMFT board. 

The board took no further action to enact their

previous decision to outsource 50 hours of training

supervision for counselors.

Crisis Response:
Ohio state judicial and law enforcement working to

integrate mental health knowledge into their training

and activities.

Parity @ 10 Coalition:
This coalition seeks to eliminate discriminatory

insurance coverage for clients with mental health

and substance use disorders. The goal is to improve

access to mental health care.

OCA continues to be active in the Parity @ 10

coalition.

Learn more here.
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w h e r e  r e g u l a t i o n s
w i l l  b e  c r a f t e d
r e g a r d i n g  t h e
c o m p a c t .   O C A  w i l l
p r e s e n t  p r o p o n e n t
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M e d i c a l  C o n s c i e n c e  C l a u s e .  The  Ohio  l eg i s l a tu re  pas sed  and  Gove rno r  DeWine  s i gned  i n to

l aw  the  2022 -2023  Ohio  budget  i n  Ju l y  202 1 .  The  budget  i nc luded  a  so -ca l l ed  medica l
consc ious  c l ause  tha t  a l l ows  hea l th  ca re  se r v i ce  prov ide r s  to  r e fu se  se r v i ce  prov i s i on  i f  i t
v i o l a te s  the i r  mora l  o r  r e l i g i ous  be l i e f s .  
C l a s s r o o m  a c t i v i t y  f o r  a  m u l t i c u l t u r a l  c o u r s e .  Break  s tudent s  i n to  sma l l  groups  and

as s ign  a  ques t i on  f o r  each  group :
1 )  What  othe r  s t a te s  ho ld  s im i l a r  l aws  and  what  r o l e  d id  ACA  and  s t a te - l e ve l  counse l ing
o rgan i za t i ons  p lay  i n  the  debate ?
2 )  What  ac t i on ( s )  d id  Ohio  pro fe s s i ona l  counse lo r  o rgan i za t i ons  t ake  i n  r e sponse  to  th i s
p roposed  l aw  pr io r  to  pas sage ?
3 )  What  c l i en t  popu la t i ons  i s  th i s  l aw  most  l i ke l y  to  impac t  i n  Ohio  and  why ?
4 )  How  does  th i s  l aw  i n te r sec t  wi th  the  ACA  Eth i ca l  Code ?

A l low  each  group  to  use  c l a s s  t ime  to  dete rmine  answer s  to  these  ques t i ons  and  then
sha re  the i r  f i nd ings  wi th  the  c l a s s .  As  a  who le  c l a s s ,  d i scus s  the  ques t i on  o f :  “How  a re
i s sues  r e l a ted  to  power  and  r ep re sen ta t i on  r e l e van t  i n  the  deve lopment  and  pas sage  o f
th i s  l aw ? ”  

A C A  I n t e r s t a t e  C o m p a c t .  I n te r s t a te  compact s  i nc rea se  counse lo r  l i censu re  por tab i l i t y ,

and  OCA  suppor t s  Ohio ’ s  j o in ing  o f  the  cu r ren t l y  proposed  i n te r s t a te  compact .  
C l a s s r o o m  a c t i v i t y  f o r  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i s s u e s  c o u r s e .  Ask  s tudent s  to  comple te  a  br i e f

p re -c l a s s  ac t i v i t y  tha t  i n vo l ve s  answer ing  the  f o l l ow ing  ques t i ons :
1 )  I f  you  were ,  o r  p lan ,  to  move  to  anothe r  s t a te  and  prac t i ce  as  a  counse lo r ,  what  i s  the
p roces s  o f  t r ans fe r r i ng  an  Ohio  l i cense  to  tha t  s t a te ?
2 )  What  a re  the  advantages  and  d i sadvan tages  o f  hav ing  an  Ohio  l i cense  r ega rd ing
e l i g ib i l i t y  i n  othe r  s t a te s ?

I n  the  c l a s s room ,  ask  s tudent s  to  sha re  the i r  f i nd ings  and  then  exp lo re  the  f o l l ow ing
ques t i ons  a f te r  the  pro fe s so r  prov ides  a  br i e f  summary  o f  the  proposed  i n te r s t a te  compact :

1 )  How  wou ld  th i s  i n te r s t a te  compact  impac t  you ?
2 )  How  does  the  i n te r s t a te  compact  impac t  c l i en t s ?
3 )  What  a re  the  advantages  and  d i sadvan tages  o f  th i s  i n te r s t a te  compact  compared  to
the  cu r ren t  s y s tem  and  compared  to  so -ca l l ed  un i ve r sa l  l i censu re  l aws ?

INCORPORATING LEGISLATIVE
ADVOCACY INTO THE CLASSROOM:
Practical Suggestions for
Counselor Educators
by Dr. Stephanie Drcar, OACES
Representative
( c o n t i n u e d  f r o m  P a g e  1 )

O h i o  H o u s e  B i l l  3 3 .  Ohio  House  B i l l  33  went

in to  e f f ec t  on  Apr i l  1 2 ,  202 1  and  r equ i r e s
counse lo r s  (among  othe r s )  to  r epo r t  an ima l
abuse .  
C l a s s r o o m  a c t i v i t y  f o r  i n t e r n s h i p  c o u r s e .  As  a

sma l l  group ,  d i scus s  the  f o l l ow ing  ques t i ons
(which  wi l l  r equ i r e  s tudent s  to  d i scus s  wi th
the i r  i n te rnsh ip  s i t e  supe r v i so r  ahead  o f  the
c l a s s room  d i scus s i on ) :

1 )  Was  you r  i n te rnsh ip  s i t e  supe r v i so r  aware
o f  th i s  new  l aw ? ;
2 )  How  d id  you  and  you r  supe r v i so r  l ea rn
about  th i s  l aw  and  what  does  th i s  t e l l  you
about  the  d i s semina t i on  o f  v i t a l  l eg i s l a t i ve
in fo rmat ion ? ;
3 )  How  prepa red  a re  you  and  you r  supe r v i so r
fo r  as se s s ing  f o r  and  r epo r t ing  an ima l
abuse ? ;
4 )  What  a re  the  c l i n i ca l  imp l i ca t i ons  f o r  th i s
new  r epo r t ing  r equ i r ement ?

EOCA GRC Representative

MVCA GRC Representative

NWOCA GRC Representative

OASGW GRC Representative

Coalition for Healthy Communities GRC

Liaison

Mental Health Providers Coalition GRC

Liaison

OCA's Political Action Committee (PAC)

Members and Liaison

VACANT GRC POSITIONS:
Must be filled immediately!

G o v e r n o r  D e W i n e  s i g n e d  O h i o ' s  s t a t e  b u d g e t  b i l l ,  w h i c h
i n c l u d e d  a  c l a u s e  r e g a r d i n g  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o v i d e r s '  " m e d i c a l
c o n s c i e n c e . "  T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  a l l o w s  h e a l t h c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  t o
r e f u s e  c e r t a i n  t r e a t m e n t s  t o  c l i e n t s  b a s e d  o n  p r o v i d e r s ’  m o r a l
b e l i e f s .  I m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  m a y  i n c l u d e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n
a g a i n s t  c l i e n t s  i n  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s .

 A l t h o u g h  O C A  G R C  l o b b i e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  M e d i c a l  C o n s c i e n c e
A m e n d m e n t ,  t h e  l a w  g o e s  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  2 0 2 1 .
F u t u r e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h i s  l a w  w i l l  b e  l e g a l  i n  n a t u r e .   

EXPLAINED:

MEDICAL CONSCIENCE

AMENDMENT

N o t e :  D e s p i t e  t h e  e f f e c t  d a t e  o f  t h i s  c l a u s e  i n  O h i o  l a w ,  O h i o ' s  c o u n s e l o r s  m u s t
r e m e m b e r  o u r  e t h i c a l  d u t y .  T h e  A C A  C o d e  o f  E t h i c s  ( 2 0 1 4 )  p r o h i b i t s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y
b e h a v i o r  a g a i n s t  c l i e n t s  a n d  c a l l s  u s  t o  p r o v i d e  t r e a t m e n t  i n  c l i e n t s '  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s ,
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  p e r s o n a l  b i a s .

 


